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Dealing with Difficult People 

The world is full of individuals who make life difficult for others. Some of us 
have bosses who are overbearing and demanding. Others of us have relatives 
we do not like being around. How does God want us to handle these people? 
The Bible shows that God gives mankind freedom to choose and some people 
choose to cause trouble for others.  
When Jesus Christ lived as a human, Jesus had to deal with many difficult 
people. But Christ dealt with these difficult people in the right way. His 
examples, along with other instructions in God's Word, teach us how to handle 
those who cause strife.You may know someone else who has had to deal with 
difficult people, or you may have experienced dealing with them yourself. As 
you study the Bible, you find that God lets other people and experiences build character in us. Often, we just want the 
difficult person to go away and bother someone else. But what if that someone else is you? God wants us to strive for 
peace. So let's look at some relevant scriptures that show how to deal with difficult people. 

What should our motive be when dealing with anyone? 
Regardless of how others treat us, we are to try to have peaceful relationships with them. In the beatitudes, Jesus 
Christ “the Prince of Peace” said that those who are peacemakers will be called the children of God. 
“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.” Hebrews 12:14 and “If it is 
possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.” Romans 12:18  

What important character trait is needed to deal with difficult people? 
The opposite of conceit and selfishness is humility. Humility is necessary to properly deal with difficult people. We 
want others to be patient with our shortcomings, and we should be patient with theirs. When we strive to make peace, 
we are exercising humility. 
“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself.” Philippians 2:3 and “Wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.” James 3:17-18 

*Want to read more? Please visit http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org under the tap “Bible Study” Series 2

Tuesday of Prayer 8/11/15  

6:30 - 7:15pm — Prayer is the 
needful practice of the Christian 
faith. The church needs to pray, and 
we need to do it together.  
On this occasion we will meet at 
the house of Rev. Bolivar  
72 Walnut St. Auburn NY 13021 
 Bring ALL your joys and concerns! 
or simply complete a Prayer and 
Concern Card. 

http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.skanpresby.org
http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org
http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org
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Manor News - August 2015

We have had a lot of interest in the Manor this summer with telephone 
calls requesting information and those asking for a tour.  At present our 
smallest and largest suites are still available.  The smallest which is on 
the first floor rents for $875 a month and the largest suite on the second 
floor is $1500 a month.  All food is provided and meals are prepared and 
served by our cook/manager twice a day Monday through Saturday 
noon. On Sunday a noon meal is served by volunteers from the church.  

* For more information about the Manor, please contact the Presbyterian 
church of Skaneateles’ office at (315) 685-5048 

We would like to thank our Sunday volunteers for July  
Jan and Tom Denton, Sue Mosher, Joyce Campbell, Atsje Biver, and Don and Donna Volz.

PWC – AUGUST 2015 

Presbyterian Women of the Congregation 

• Team Planning Committee meeting – Thurs., Aug 6th at 10am at the home of    
Judy Krieger 

• Opening Luncheon, Thurs., Sept 10at at Noon in Dobson Hall.  ALL are    
welcome! 

 New 2015-16 Bible Study Booklets are available in the office, $8.00 

• Thanks to everyone for Contributing new bed pillows to “On Point for College”    
students.   

 We will deliver them by August 17-19th. 
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From the Senior Pastor 
By Rev. Dr. Craig Lindsey  

Earlier this summer, I made reference in a sermon to “our searching for connection 
with our source.” The point was how often we seek what satiates, what meets our 
desires, what we covet, rather than what feeds and nourishes our being. Since then, I 
have come across other preachers who have referred to God as if an Electric 
Transformer that we need to plug into, even comparison of our lives to a Stereo 
system that does not work because we never plugged it into the wall outlet, and I 
need to offer the corrective that that is not our faith, not the Christian faith.  

God is not a thing, but rather that from the beginning of time we have responded 
and related to God as a person. An electric source, compares God to something that 
can be switched on and switched off at our desire, a force that can only be accessed 
in certain places or correct ways. That comparison puts all responsibility upon us, as 
if we were a god able to determine when we need faith, when we need replenishment, whether this god or that, which 
is not our faith. Those are 21st Century descriptions of the formation of idols, exchanging outlets and AC/DC, for 
wood, silver and gold on altars of sacrifice or temples.  

The God I know, the God I struggle with, and love, loves us, laughs with us, weeps with us and worries over our 
decisions. That relationship cannot be satisfied with chocolate, or new technology toys. Things are created and used 
and destroyed or wear out, God is not a thing, God was before there ever was time. God is not located in a Heaven 
above the atmosphere, or a palace crusted with gold smelling of incense. God is with each of us from before we were 
born, all throughout life and death and after. We can get frustrated with life and with God, but God is still there. We 
can be embarrassed because we have not faced God in a long long time, because we have hidden our shame from the 
world from ourselves even God, but God still loves and forgives us. Forgiveness and love are not about “absolution” 
that everything disappears and our pains are taken away. No, forgiveness and love go hand in hand, challenging us to 
work for redemption to reclaim and continue together because we are part of one another's lives.  

One of those in the children's moment asked, “What's the difference between God and the Easter bunny or a 
Superhero?” God is real. The Easter bunny and Superheroes are of our creation, our imagination, God is as real as each 
of us. Superheroes are described as unable to be hurt, unable to die; but God has been hurt, has died for us, and 
continues to be hurt by us when we hurt ourselves or those around us... Still, the difference is that death did not 
separate us from God, death was not The End. Superheroes may have their cryptonyte, the Easter bunny may appear 
only once a year and have endless chocolate, but God, God is always here, and while there is much in our lives that 
can hurt God, does hurt us, nothing can ever cause God to turn us off. 

The Centennial Endowment 

At the 100th Anniversary of our Sanctuary, several members created investments for the future of our Church. At the 
time these varied from $100 to $1,000 with one as a Memorial at $10,000. Conditions upon these endowments were 
that the principal would be reinvested, but that interest and income could be only used for the donors' specified 
wishes. One of these was for Christian Education, but not for Curriculum or Staff Salaries.  

Recently, our Christian Education Committee came to Session with request that Sunday School teaching methods 
now assume Flat Screen televisions and DVD players, therefore Session has authorized purchase of twi systems for 
classrooms and one for adult and youth education in the Sims Room. Rather than projecting, which often has 
complications, these will be permanently mounted televisions, able to show photos or DVDs, or presentations. At a 
future date, we may even be able to connect for closed circuit broadcast of the Sanctuary, in order for overflow. What 
a marvelous and creative use for the interest on this investment, to teach in the most contemporary means available. 



September 13th 2015 

Sunday School  
RALLY DAY 

Santuary Worship 9:30am  
* Excellent Sunday to invite friends & Neighbors  

Dobson Hall Church Meeting 10:45am 
* Learn about Church Small Groups 

* Sunday School Class (Adult & Children) 
* Sign up for Classes and meet the “SS”  Teachers 

 * New Church Website Presentation 
* Confirmation Class Details 

* Youth Group Triennium Details 2016 
* Time Mission Campaign Kick-off 

Ice Cream Social 11:15am  
* Everyone is invited 

* FREE 

4
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Our Sudanese Mission 
by Jack Howard  
   
Several weeks ago government soldiers from 
the SPLA caused some destruction to our 
independent out buildings at the Lost Boys 
Clinic. They did this to obtain building 
materials for building their living quarters at 
there new garrison at Portinoi in Duk County. 
Our main Clinic building was not harmed. 
John Dau has taken this up with the South 
Sudan Minister of Defense who apologized 
and promised restitution.in the dry season. 
  
John reports we are increasing our efforts to 
combat starvation among refugees around 
our three operating Clinics by training seven 
more of our staff to monitor  and supply 
nutrition supplements to  save people  in our 
three areas. Our three transitional Clinics are 
now seeing a very significant amount  of 
child births due to the refugees no longer 
having their traditional homes to deliver their 
babies. This is very rewarding to our Staffs. 

  

Rearranging Furniture 

When the Sims Room was created in the 1998 
renovation, we were uncertain if and how this 
gathering space would work, and what the 
dimensions would be, as the only previous 
fellowship space was in Dobson Hall. We had 
taken out the semi-circular Betts Room, the Choir 
Room which at one time had been the Kitchen, the 
dark hallway of the Butler Room, and the previous 
Organ's side chambers which took 12' x 20' 
sections out of two of the corners of this space. 
Plans for an open staircase were modified because 
of load bearing walls. The south wall of the Sims 
Room was then moved in eight feet to 
accommodate the Organ straddling the Chancel 
wall. Originally, the ceiling lights had two levels, 
but we discovered that this was a severe fire 
hazard, so needed to reduce the settings to only the 
maximum lighting level.  

As furniture accumulated, the Sims room became 
something of a Living room setting. What the 
Membership and Outreach Committee recently 
came to consider, is that this furniture also divided 
the room, taking up significant square footage out 
of the middle. After consulting with differing 
groups using the space, we tried moving the 
furniture and placing the Coffee Hour Table near 
the Organ wall rather than in front of the 
Kitchenette. The result is to significantly open-up 
the floor space, that we might all talk together and 
get to know one another better. After 18 years, the 
carpeting in this space needs to be replaced. Insofar 
as the windows were original single pane double 
hung windows without storms constructed in 1892, 
these will need to be upgraded to more energy 
efficient thermal windows, with room darkening 
shades so the Bell Choir can see their music 
without glare. 

Presbyterian Youth Triennium — Summer 2016  
Yes, it's true.  The 2016 Presbyterian Youth Triennium is gearing up for next summer.  This triennial gathering of 
Presbyterian youth and young adults will again be held on the campus of Purdue University in West Lafayette, Indiana. 
 The dates are July 19-23, 2016. You have until December 1st to join the Presbytery Delegation.  

The theme for this Triennium is GO... 
 • GO and See            
 • GO and Do Likewise            
 • Teach me the way I should GO            
 • Let my people GO            
 • GO into the world            

More information can be found at the PYT website:  
 http://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org/. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_EzOcDe1GKpC_BXF--X7zGU4MlA-6TPUwe21t0zFAU6ki2H9KNl9iXvQL3wN7_XEbu5FlE-ZylgxIoRq-YZwnlL3GNMfKh5sPFAE3nEpHsECvOegWz6tGW-dsTM8HJHW3ni11jZO32ReVYxJp8idoeRyzG4UD0KHeDLWTPajcprE6OzIUmrK3xRyeJ33OeVi&c=mZYlE6QNTQ0U6OJmm-xrdqydkRDPBDmaWmrpP3QiOkA9L-2cvHxrWw==&ch=gbNAVuCqmZdcWWLdzXq9U3pI4o2XKH04-GMQK1x1X9J8ElY_xNNshg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_EzOcDe1GKpC_BXF--X7zGU4MlA-6TPUwe21t0zFAU6ki2H9KNl9iXvQL3wN7_XEbu5FlE-ZylgxIoRq-YZwnlL3GNMfKh5sPFAE3nEpHsECvOegWz6tGW-dsTM8HJHW3ni11jZO32ReVYxJp8idoeRyzG4UD0KHeDLWTPajcprE6OzIUmrK3xRyeJ33OeVi&c=mZYlE6QNTQ0U6OJmm-xrdqydkRDPBDmaWmrpP3QiOkA9L-2cvHxrWw==&ch=gbNAVuCqmZdcWWLdzXq9U3pI4o2XKH04-GMQK1x1X9J8ElY_xNNshg==
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Discerning Leadership 

The Presbyterian Church is unique in that we elect and ordain and install our leadership. Other churches have difficulty 
understanding how we “ordain the laity” because laity means non-ordained; but the truth is that those elected are 
ordained with the same spiritual gifts as the Pastors. Our Nominating Committee are beginning the process of 
determining whom to recommend as Elders and Deacons. The point is not how many slots to fill and who will not say 
“no” but rather who possess the gifts, and are able to enrich the Session and Deacons? Our Session are working 
exceedingly well together, praying, laughing and sharing the joy of this stage in our Church. Our Deacons are a 
marvelous team, who serve as the Ushers of the Worshipping Body, as well as extending the pastoral ministry in prayer, 
visitation and service. While it is possible for people to serve two back to back terms, those having fulfilled their 3 year 
term are those in the Class of 2015. 

The current Session Ruling Elders are: 

2015    2016    2017   
Barb Connor-Wood Joe Grasso   David Badami 

Don Cross  Cindy Hinman     Ginny Fennessy 
Tim Green  Claudia Lambdin  Jill Marshall 
Jon Soderberg  Kathleen Witter-Rogers  Doug Rutan 

Dominic Grasso 
Christopher Niebuhr 

The current Deacons are: 

2015   2016    2017   
Joe Bernazzani  Steve Frackenpohl  Lisa Lincoln 

Kristin Bernazanni Gary Heyer   Sandy Holbrook 
Melanie Hensley Merrily Heyer   Adam Cross 
Allison Hinman  Deb McLear   Chris Pardee 
Chad Rogers  Tom Murphy   Carol Ackles 

Donna Volz  Sandy Nichols   Beth O'Sullivan 
Rachel Rhoads      Diane Fellerman 

Understanding The Sanctuary 

Our Sanctuary is the 3rd House of Worship for this congregation, built in 
1892. However, as any homeowner learns, this is only the beginning of 
renovations and maintenance. In 1996 we extended the roof to the North, to 
keep snow and rain away from the Pipe Organ, we acid washed the brick, 
and buried a french drain around the building. From 1993-2013 we 
straightened and reinforced the Stained glass windows. In 1997 we appointed 
a Liturgic Design Committee which studied why Sanctuaries are designed as 
they are, and how Reformed Worship is structured.  

In 1998 we removed the adjoining Middle Building, connecting the 
Sanctuary to Dobson Hall. In 1999 we re-arranged the pews and discovered 
the floor beams had settled so we lifted and leveled the floor, later that year 
removing carpet and asbestos and laying the Oak floor. In 2002 we then 
rebuilt the North Chancel wall to accommodate new openings for the new 
Organ, sealing in and creating doors where the old Organ had been. In 2011 
we then built a new foundation under the Tower Steps, as these were being 
cantilevered with ice and snow, much like a foot beneath a leg. The following year we chipped out decaying mortar and 
tuck-pointed the brickwork. In essence, we have taken a 120 year old building and twisted the structure repeatedly. We 
have been able to do so because the Church is not a rigid structure. Like the mast and boom of a sailboat, the skeleton 
of the Sanctuary was built to allow for the force of snow and ice in the winter with steel reinforcing rods. Recently, 
Woodford Brothers inspected our Sanctuary describing that it has aged well and should last for decades if not centuries 
to come. 



Thank - Yous 
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School Backpack Initiative w/ Booker T. Washington Center & NAACP in Auburn 
By Kathleen Witter and Rev. Mario Bolivar 

The Mission Committee is collecting backpacks and school supplies for a back-to-school giveaway sponsored by the 
Booker T. Washington Community Center and NAACP of Auburn to be held on August 22nd.  

SUPPLIES WILL BE COLLECTED UNTIL MONDAY AUGUST 10TH.  

If you are not able to go shopping for School Supplies but would like to participate contact Rev. Mario who is 
available to go shopping for you. On August 22nd they will distribute backpacks with school supplies to children in 
need of this assistance.  Apparently the line is around the block - hundreds of families show up for this event.  We are 
already considering giving money to their summer camp program to help supply kids with food for when they go 
home in the evenings and on weekends. This backpack initiative would involve collecting school supplies and 
backpacks that we can donate to the effort.   

For more information, see Kathleen, Barb or Rev. Mario  
mario@skanpresby.org 

We will be in touch with other initiatives that are also in the works - If you are not able to participate on this one, there 
will be others!  Things such as kicking off the fall with a Mission Time Campaign, where we ask the congregation to 
think about making a pledge to Mission of time (not just $ as our other pledge initiatives call for), Adult Mission 
Trips, and hopefully coordinating with Skaneateles Outreach to identify and participate in helping with needs local to 
our community.  Stay tuned! 

Follow the Link to see the School Supply lists of each grade or go to the church office and 
request a a hard copy or contact Rev. Mario to have a copy sent to your email.  

Kindergarten  
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%20Kindergarten%2015-16.pdf 

1st Grade Supply List  
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%201st%20Grade%2015-16.pdf 

2nd Grade Supply List  
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20List%202nd%20Grade%2015-16.pdf  

3rd Grade Supply List 
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%203rd%20Grade%2015-16.pdf 

4th Grade Supply List  
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%204th%20Grade15-16.pdf 

http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%20Kindergarten%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%201st%20Grade%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20List%202nd%20Grade%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%203rd%20Grade%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%204th%20Grade15-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%20Kindergarten%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%201st%20Grade%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20List%202nd%20Grade%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%203rd%20Grade%2015-16.pdf
http://owasco.auburn.cnyric.org/School_Newsletter/Supply%20Lists%204th%20Grade15-16.pdf
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Family Vacation Bible School  

The United Methodist Church, St.Mary's Catholic 
Church, the Presbyterian Church and St. James' 
Episcopal Church working together to share God's love! 

Follow the link below for more information and to sign 
up! skanvbs.weebly.com  

Location: 26 Jordan St. Skaneateles  
Dates: August 18, 19 And 20 
Time: 6pm - 8pm,  
Cost: $5 per person or $10 per family 
  

August 2015 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Rev. Lindsey Preaching   7:00pm Bible Study (TBC) 10:00am PWC Planning 

Meeting 
4:30pm Staff Meeting 

  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
Rev. Lindsey Preaching * School Supplies Due Date 

No Session Meeting 
9:30am Clergy Meeting 
2:00pm M&O Meeting 
6:30pm Tuesday Prayer @ 
Bolivar’s Home  
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

7:00pm Bible Study (TBC) 
2:00pm Mission Meeting 
7:00pm VBS Meeting 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

4:30pm Wedding Rehearsal  
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

4:30pm Wedding 
 
 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Rev. Lindsey Preaching  

 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

6:00pm VBS 
JDF Dinner Crise 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  

 

6:00pm VBS 
7:00pm Bible Study (TBC) 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

6:00pm VBS 
 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

 
 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
Rev. Bolivar Preaching  

 
Skaneateles Music Festival 

 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

7:00pm Bible Study (TBC) 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

- AIDS Cyclist Luncheon 
Dobson Hall 
Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

 
 
 
Skaneateles Music Festival  

 

30 31      
Rev. Bolivar Preaching  

Skaneateles Music Festival  
 

     

 
 

http://skanvbs.weebly.com
http://skanvbs.weebly.com


 

10

Skaneateles Presbyterian Church, Ruling Elders 

2015                             2016                                2017                          Youth Elders 
Barb Connor-Wood               Joe Grasso                                  David Badami                   Dominic Grasso 
Don Cross                             Cindy Hinman                            Ginny Fennessy                 Christopher Niebuhr 
Tim Green                             Claudia Lambdin                        Jill Marshall 
Jon Soderberg                        Kathleen Witter-Rogers             Doug Rutan    

Elder Alternates 
David Graham, Cindy Dempsey and Priscilla Worral 

August Birthdays!  
Joan Tarolli 8/2 
Bill Stevens 8/2 
Jody Conroe 8/3 
Michael Glowacki 8/8 
Melissa Bolivar 8/8 
Keith Krieger 8/12 
Peggy Surdam 8/15 
Andy Biss 8/18 
Karen Graham 8/20 
Bill Burdick 8/20 
Ruth Anderson 8/30 
Celia Rogers 8/31 

August Anniversaries! 
Mary and Bill Stevens 8/8 
Nan and Julian Corsello 8/16 
Helen and Michael Glowacki 8/22 
Louise and Tom Hancock 8/20 
Kathleen Witter and Chad Rogers 8/27 
Julie Abbott and Steven Kenan 8/29 
Catherine and Travis Higbee  Church Family

Deacons 2015                 

Joe Bernazzani 
Kristin Bernazzani 
Melanie Hensley 
Allison Hinman 
Chad Rogers 
Donna Volz 

2016                 

Steve Frackenpohl 
Gary Heyer 
Merrily Heyer 
Deb McLear 
Tom Murphy 
Sandy Nichols 

2017                 

Lisa Lincoln 
Sandy Holbrook 
Adam Cross 
Chris Pardee 
Carol Ackles 
Beth O’Sullivan 

Youth Deacon 

Rachel Rhoads 

Mission Trip Delegation 2015 





First Presbyterian Church 
 97 E. Genesee Street 
 Skaneateles, NY 13152 

Phone: 315-685-5048 
E-mail: info@skanpresby.org 
Website: www.skanpresby.org 

Rev. Dr. Craig J. Lindsey, Pastor 
Rev. Mario Bolivar, Associate Pastor 
Peggy Surdam, Business Admin/Treasurer 
Doris Hill, Organist 
Susan Grady, Bell Choir Director 
Stephanie Mowery, Dir. of Adult & Children's Choir 
Eddie  Hernandez, Sexton 

mailto:info@skaneatelespresbyterian.org
http://www.skaneatelespresbyterian.org/
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http://www.skaneatelespresbyterian.org/

